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BOOK REVIEWS 



The Animal Parasites of Man. H. B. Fantham, J. W. W. Stephens, F. V. 
Theobald. New York : William Wood and Company, 1916. xxxii + 901 
pages. 423 figures. $12.00. 
As the title page indicates, the work is adapted from the fourth German 

edition of Braun's well known treatise. It appeared simultaneously in London 
and New York just after the publication of the fifth German edition of Braun 
which was reviewed in the Journal for June, 1916. A comparison of the views 
expressed in this work with those in the fifth edition of Braun is especially 
interesting as it shows the conclusions reached entirely independently by two 
groups of writers in the same field. It is not surprising that each book treats 
with greater fulness the work done by investigators of the same nation as the 
authors, and passes over more briefly the results achieved by workers in 
foreign nations. 

The plan of the work is ideal : the section on Protozoa was entrusted to 
H. B. Fantham, that on worms to J. W. W. Stephens, and that on the 
Arthropoda to F. V. Theobald. At the present day the work accomplished 
in each of these fields is so great and the questions under discussion so involved 
that no one man can cover them all with equal proficiency. Under the plan 
adopted here each field is assigned to an investigator who is qualified to 
write with ultimate authority on the problems in that field, and it would have 
been difficult to select three men anywhere who would measure up to the 
ideal better than those chosen. 

On the other hand, the time was not particularly propitious for a great work. 
Other things are in the air that make insistent demands on the attention of 
all men. There is no leisure for reflection, and concentration on a scientific 
problem must be well nigh impossible for a man working anywhere in Europe. 
In truth the book itself shows some evidence of present conditions in the world. 
It contains a wealth of information on little known topics. It has been brought 
thoroly up-to-date, even to the extent of two appendices including important 
material of later date than the general text, and further in having very recent 
items incorporated on slips bound in between the finished pages at the last 
moment. This makes the work appear confused and even in the text there 
are places where the same impression is given the reader. It seems as if 
the authors had been working under pressure and the finish one expects in a 
masterful production had been marred. The volume of scientific material pre- 
sented to the worker is large and in every way equal to one's expectations, 
but it is not equally well assimilated at all points. The practice of adding 
paragraphs here and there incorporates new material at the expense of fluency 
and the text is not always easily read and understood. 

The bibliography is very extensive, covering some pages in fine type, but 
it lacks all recent items, being in fact but a reprint of the lists in the 1908 
edition of Braun. Some references to the literature of the recent items in 
the text are given in footnotes; but in too many places the new facts are 
recorded without exact credit, or sometimes without even the name of the 
author, and the student is left to hunt for himself the precise source of the 
information. This is least noticeable in the section on Protozoa where footnote 
references are particularly abundant. It is curious to note that even with such 
a large space devoted to bibliography one cannot find references to important 
recent papers by Leiper and other English workers; the authors have treated 
everyone impartially as not only other references are wanting but even some 
important papers of Stephens himself are not listed. 

The illustrations are numerous and well distributed. They include fewer 
relics of the past than one usually finds in so comprehensive a work. Most 
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of the figures are well done and satisfactorily reproduced. One can not help 
feeling a little disappointed, however, that some have crept in which are new 
and yet unfortunately inferior. The diagrammatic representations of the 
Echinococcus cysts on pages 352 and 353 are not well drawn and their repro- 
duction on so large a scale is still more open to criticism. A reduction to 
one-half or one-third the present size would have made their sketchiness less 
conspicuous without the loss of any important details. In the opinion of the 
reviewer English and American works are distinctly inferior to continental 
publications in the character of their illustrations, and the present volume is 
undoubtedly less deserving of criticism in this respect than most of our works. 
Despite its evident minor imperfections this treatise is a valuable and usable 
work. No one can question that the splendid volume is easily the largest and 
most complete work on the subject which has appeared in the English language. 
The work of the printer has been well done and deserves especial commendation. 
Both paper and type are such as contribute to ease of reading and one lays 
the volume aside with the conviction that its authors and publishers alike 
deserve the thanks of scientific workers for the results they have achieved. 



Japanese Medical Literature, a review of current periodicals the initial num- 
ber of which was noted in the Journal (3:42), has completed its first volume, 
July to December, 1916. The General Index is well prepared and will be a 
real convenience even though complicated by the fact that it is paged after the 
China Medical Journal from which the reviews are reprinted, and not according to 
the reprints themselves. References to animal parasites are numerous and 
important. The value of the Japanese literature and its great inaccessibility 
make such reviews of unusual service and American investigators are deeply 
indebted to Dr. Mills and his colleagues for their work. 

The first number of the second volume has also come to hand, and scientific 
workers gladly look forward to the continuance of this very valuable serial 
which is without any competition in this difficult and important field. 



